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" ECOLESIASTIOAL SYMBOLISM.,

From Temple Bar,
Nothivg ecclesinsties) W without design,
snd nothing hax grown by thance. Rites,
eeremonies, garments, colors, shapes, all dre
symbola having subtle allusions and reforences
xiown clearly (o the iditiated; and wlnt
secms to e only & fitting ornament or a gensn:
Jens pageantry, necording as our proclivities
ara lowards the pomp of ritanlism or the sim-
plicity of nonconformity, to those who have
the key is o savred seoret ‘full of grave intdn.
tion, as setting forth 4 precious truth, or gym-
bolizing n divine attribute. It will not do us
any harm to réemaember this when eriticising
things eoolesinstioal; for though wo may not
go with the symbelizers, and though we may
hold that the time for all this has passed, yot
it will keep us from an ignorant dontempt, of
all states of mind the most dangerons aud the
mort inimical to true progress,

To begin with what Is gencrally the begin.
ning of all things human-—dress: the gar-
ments of the priest (I am speakiog now of the
Catholic priests), have each a certuin meaning
pesides that original ong ofclothing the human
body decently; as the alb of the acolyte, that
lony white linen robe girded round the walst;
and falling nearly to the feot, with whioh we
are familiar in the youngoer l{umunist privsts,
and which we In onr chnreh have discarded
for the surplice. That alb, the firsl garmont
of nitiation, is mensit to symbolize and remind
the wearer of the modesty and purity which
ought to be the first essentials of the priestly
charneter: tha first victories galned over the
old Adauy, and the initial investiture of the
holy life. Agnin, the chasuble, that short
embroidered Cap which nlliuiating Catholie
priests wenr, was once & long flowing garment

made like a poncho, with a  hole in
the middle, and falling quite to the
ground, but lifted up by attendint

priests Lo prevent the wearer’s foel from be-
coming entangled, which is the reason, and
not to khow off the embioidery, as one might
fmagine fwhy the attendant priests stlll, hold
it out at the edges, thongh the length has been
eurtailed to the dimensions of a lady's tippet.
Well, the chasula, or casuly, this “little
house,'” was miginaily meaut to indicate the
wide extent of charity by its exireme broeadth,
for charity, like the casula, should be as a
house or cover, and protect all human naked-
pess and shame., The chasuble i white at
Easter time, becanse the angels appeared in
white: and red at Pentecost, becansze of the
tongues, wlhioch were of red fire, sitting on
each man's head. DBut the main idea is done
away with mnow in the curtailment of the
garment, and the chasuble is only a
mutilated symbol doing duty for an ornament.
Poor Pugin, himself such an carpest and
thorongh-going symbolist, was much tor
mented by the unfitpess of things in modern
ecclesiastioism, both in his own church and in
ours; and lamented the lmpossibility of bring-
ing over Catholics to the perfectness of medi-
wval times. ** But, after all; what's the use
of decent vestments with such priests as we
have got 1" he says in a pet, “* A lot of hlessed
fellows ! Why, =ir, when they wear my
chasubles they don't look like priests, and
what's worse, the chasubles don't look like
chasubles,"

Then what is the dalmatic—the deacon's
robe of white with purple stripes, with the
right gleeve pluin and very full, but the left
fringed or tasselled: the robe still worn by our
sovereigng at their coronation, and whicl has
its name from Dalmatin—but the image of
bountifulness towards the poor? It is the
robe given to deacons: and sub-deacons,
because they were chosen by the Apostles to
serve the tables: and a deacon should have a
dalmatic with broader sleeves than a sunb-
dencon, becauss he should have a larger
generosity; while a bishop should have one
with gleeves much broader and wider than
the deacon’s, hecanselof the game reason in an
ascending ratio. A dalmatic signifles an im-
maculate life as well as hospitulity, and it
has two stripes before and behind to show
that a bishop should excreise his charity to
all; both in prosperity and adversity. The
transversa line, which forms a cross behind,
is of course in allusion to the crozs which
the Great Bishop of our souls bore when on
his way to Calvary. The gloves worn by a
bighop mean that his hands sghould Le clean
and free from all snspicion of impurity! und
the episcopal ring is the wedding ring which
marries him to the church, emllumatic of
the sacrament of faith by which Christ
pledges himgelf to his bride. [vis of gold,
and round, to signify perfection, and lts
jewels slhiow forthgthe splendor of the splel-
tual gifts, which ‘l is 10 bo supposed ware
recoived at the episcopal consecration. All
this is catholio, not protestant.

tinmal font Ju ur always shonld be, outagenal;
the ootngon being the fignre of Regonaration,
“hecanse,'" suys  Durandus, “the old erestion
ended lu geven dags, wherefore the nexinum-
ber may be taken as symbolionl of the mew,"
There is no pxampls of a sevetssided font any-
where in churches which understand their
own laws; seven in the language of deoleki.
astionl symbolism moeaning perfogtion, whith
baptixm i not. The placieuli, or little fishes
g0 often found soulptursd on the sides, nre
meant to represent ynum} (hristians, in allu-
slon to the movogram of lobhthys, by which
the early Greoek muven expressed the nama
or title of the BHaviour (lesous Christos
Theon Uios Roter; Jeans Christ the Son of
God, the Saviour). This afterwards came to
be afish simply; and thus a fikh became a
gaored symbol In the Chriatian Chareh, as it
had alrendy beon in tha Olymplan Pantheon,
A palamander on a font slgnilivs the baptism of
both fire and water—an sxample of which
may be seen at Bridekirk,

The trefoll and the triangleare alike emblems
of the Holy Trinity; a quatrefoil sota forth the
four Kvangelists—also is it the proper Hgure
in which to reprosent the four Keangelidts
with our Lord in the contro; orthe flve wonnds
are to be so emblomized, the eantre gltanding
for the heart; while the cinguefoll represents
more vsproially the mystorios of the Rosary,
whioh are five everywhore—five joyful, live
dolorous, and filve glorious, The five jn_\‘.’ll[
are, 1. The Annunciation: 2. The Saluta-
tiom; 3. The Birth at Bethlehem: 4. The
Adoration of the Wise Men; b, The Pre.
senifition in  the Temple, The live
dolovous  ard, 1. The Agony; 2. The
I'Ip?.u-lir.linll; o The Crown of Thorna;
4. The lf('illillg of the Cross; . The Crucifixion.
And the five glorious are, 1, The Resurreotion;
< The chgion; 3, The Descent of the Holy
Spirit; 4. The Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gim; b, The Coronation of eur Lady,

The string of beada by whioh the faithful
tell their prayers ix called a rosary, perhaps
from the practice of carving roses on the larger
beads coming between the smaller; and the
whole of the mysteries are sometimes repre.
gented in one large roge. In some curionsly
wronght resaries, Lhe small besds are garved
with roses and birds, whils the large beads
are three-sided—on every gide rome of
the mysteries ont in a trefoil. A hexagon

glgnifies  the attritiutes of God—blassing,
honor, glory, power, wisdom. mejesty;
aud a sepifoll i35 used for a rapreseuta-

tion of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which are
seven-fold—for the seven zacraments of the
Church, and for the creation of the world; and
for all other things of which seven is the natu-
ral figure, - A circls means eternity; henoe it
i# nged for the adoration of the Lamb, or the
rotation of the sepsons—subjects often found
in the great wheel-windows of pointed
churches, sometimes  also called marigold
windows—the lower of many foils or leaves—
nd sometimes Catherine windows, the wheal
emblemizing that aint,

In numbers, as in geometrical fignres, the
symbolist finds rich occasion for secret repre-
gentation. Thus, one represents the Unity of
Deity; two, the human and divine attributes
of our Lord; three, the Holy Trinity; four, t{w
Evangelists; five, the flve wounds; six, the
attributes of God; seven, the seven-fold graces

-]

-of the [IHoly Spirit; eight, Regeneration; of

nine, ten, and eleven
planation, they are
eal numbers: but
Apostles and the

have found no ex-
not, it seems, ecclesiasti-
twalve shows forth the
whole Church proceed-
ing. Again, the Holy Trinity is sym-
bolized by the nave and two aigles of Saxon
churches; also by the triple division into
nave, chancel, and sanctum sanctorum, into
which the length of a ehurch is parted; also
in the triple order of moulding, and the altar
steps, which are generally three, or 2 multiple
of three. The great western door is taken to
mean Christ—the door by which all enter into
the Holy of Holies; the gerpent handle, so
common to old churches, is an allusion to
the text, “They shall lay their hands upon
gerpents;”’ and the two lights nsually placed
over it are typieal of his double nature, the
human and Divine. BSometimes there are
western triplets instead of double ones, which
mean the more comprehensive Triad.

The whole church has its own specinl
menning, both in ground plan and in super-
strueture.  In original idea a church was
meant to shadew forth a ship—the ark that
i® 10 save ua from the stormy world and the
deluge of sin and wrath. Indead, this idea
wiag 80 dominant that in the Church of BS,
Vincenzoe Anastatio at Rome, nears. Paoloalle
Tre Fontane, built by Honorius I, A, D. 630, the
walls are carved like the ribs of a ship. Duat
if the original idea of a church was that of a
sliip, or .ark, its disposition was that of the
cross—the most gomplex cathedral regolving
ftsell into the form of a cross when sean from
o height, or when' the ground plan is traced
on paper. Indeed, in early chiurches a cross
was marked on the pavement, the upper part

The Pope's tiara, with its three crowns, i#a
composite emblom, meaving, as the ground-
work, the original mitre of linen, which, in
its turn, signifies purity and chastity, while
the first band of gold denowes the supremacy
of the Pope over all other mitred Bishops; the
gooond, ll.illrl.l'(l by Bouifacs VI, menns the
prerogativeof the gpiritual and temporal power
vombined in the Papacy: and the third, added
by Urban V, has reference to the sacred
Trinity, to which a0 much in the Chureh las
reference,

The amice is & white linen cloth worn on the
head, with an apparel or moveable strip of
embroidery round the brow, like a plidlactery,
of which no trace romains in our own voestry
(amicin wns a cap made of godt's or bpnh's
gkin: the chrisome {8 the linen cloth lung over
the newly-baptized, and signifying innocencs—
in old-time witchorafta, one of the most in-
portant articles in the witches’ refoctory; Lhe
gtole is the colored gilk soarf worn rounnd the
neck, denoting the yoke of Christ, and the
cord that bound him ; and the cape is, or was
originally, a oloak with a hood or cuppn, made
to protect the wearor against wind snd rain,
and sometimas called a pluvinle. Thus it will
be seen that in all the garments, which seem
to us just s0 much senseless occlosiastival
millinery, is a rational meaning and iutention
akeful in its day; and that when we think

ourselves wise in seofling, we ouly slhow
ourselves wunlearned aud without under-
standing,

There is & very common error respeoMng
the crozier, whicli has now become too deeply
rooted to be eradicated. The erozier, properly
%o cilled, is the archbishop's staff, terminated
by & floriated cross, and not that ocurved
brackeu-like hend of the bishop's grook, which
we generally call acrozior. A Lishop's staff and
an abbot's was the same in form; Lut, while tho
bishop turns his cvook outwards to denote his
wider authority, an ablot earries his tarned
inwards, to show that Lis Jurisdiction extends
over his own house only; also he covers his
with a veil hanging from the knob, when
welkipg with & bishop, 10 show that his hu-
tlxorit[: i# hidden while in the presence of his

B r.
the Church itself, averything is a symbol
—avery form, eyery figure, every applisnge,
every circumstance—nothing I8 without moean.
ing; though whether that meaning is well
sased 1§ another matter. Thus, the bap.

coming into the chancel, the arms going into
the transepts, and the body lengthening down
the nave.

But this was given up after the anathema
pronounced by the ssvond (Foumenical Coun-
¢il on all who should tread on the holy symn-
bol. England has fower cross chtirches than
any other country, the number being only ns
one to ten; but still the ship or ark, and the
groas, remain 88 the original {idea of all Clhivis-
tisn churchies in early ddys.

There is yet 1nore symhboliam of parts. The
first enclosure is the churchyard, answering 1o
the Jewish Court of the Gentiles, a plot or
outer vourt surrounded by a wall to intimate
the separation of the chureh from the world,
It coming into no privileges. The north side
of the churchyard is in some countries appro-
prigted to those commanded to be huried ont
of sanctuary-—such us suicides, the unbaptized,
and the uxrvummuuimtma. (In some localities
in Devonshire, o partionlar part of the churel-
yard Iz devoted to the unbaptized, and called
the chrigsomer. 1t will  be vemembered that
chirisome is the name of the linen cloth flung
over the fuee of the newly baptized.) Within
this outer court, hut still without the proper
sanotunry or church, stands the baptistery—
the building enclosing the font whers rogens-
ration is to be had, Then comes the saoped
building itsell, extending from weat to enst,
in length greater thun in breadth, and ending
nt the cast end in acirele. We have cat off
this eircle now, but do we not all remambor
it in foreign clhinrohies, immediately behind
the high altar f The ontrance 8 to Lhe
west, the face always poluting eastwird,
for the true orientation of a chureh is ong of
its primal necessities; the narthex or porch is
for penitents and catechumens, not gommiuni-
cants, bul joining in the services as learnera
rather than participators; the nave or body
is for “‘perfect Christians,” communicants,
and admitted into all the privileges; and the
panotusry or vhancel is for the olergy: and
esich part 18 separated from the other by a
goreen.  Of these soresns the rood-soreen,
dividing the chancel from the nave, is the
most important 4nd emblomatic, and full of
recondite teaching.

“The imnges of #aints and martyrs,” says
Durandus; in Nealo's and Webb's translation,
‘‘appear on the lower panelling as sxamples
of Taith and paticnes to us,  The eolors of the

ood-gureen isell sepresent their passion snd
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vietopy~—the crimeron sels forth, Abhe ope, the
gold the othdr. The surdous trabéry of Debs
work typifies the obsonrs manner in which
heavenly thingsare set forth while wa Jools at
them from the church militant. And foras-
much as the blessed martys passed from this
world to the next throngh sore torments, the
motjdings of the chanoul arch roprovent the
varions kinds of sullarings throngh which they
went. Faith was their support and must be
ours; and faith is gat forth efthor fu the abstract
by the limpet moulding on Ahe chaneel aréh,
or on the sereen by the Croed in gilt letters, ar
is represented by some notable action of which
it is the sonroe: go in Clive, Somersetshire,
the destruction of o dragen runs along not
only the rood-goreon bul {he porth parclose
alwo, Thatihe power of avil spirits may be
exorcised against us till we have left this
world, but not after, horrible forms are gome-
thues sculptured on the west slda of the
chancel arch.  This explaing why the ehancel
it more highly ornamented than the nave, It
ig the west Or nave gide, not the chancel or
east side, whicli invarjably hag the greatest
share of ornamentation.™

If the western door dymbolizes Christ, the
vast portico symbolizes the Father, while the
two gide doors mean the Son and the Holy
Spirit.  The seats round the chancel mean the
souls of the faithful ; the Trinity in Unity is
typified by the mounlding thrown across the
thres lights; sometimes a quatrefoiled or cin-
quefoiled eirole, placed at gome little distance
above the triprut, typifies tha crown of
the.  King of Kings.” The single lights,
north and south of the Norman and sarly
English churches, set forth the apostles aud
doctors who have been in their time shining
lights fn the Church, and the rich pattern of
flower-work adorning them means their gifts
and graces ; where the side-lights are in coup-
lets, two and two, and are six on a skie, they
mean the apostles sent out in paira to preach
the gospel to mankind. The corona, used in
Greek churches and mow so extensively in
our own, weans the Holy Trinity when it hoars
three lights, the seven gifts of the Spirit when
it has seven, and the apostles and Christ when
it has twelve all round and one in the centre,

Aguain, some Hken a church to the human
body, of which the changel is the head, the
trangept the arms, and the nave the rest of
the body. The eanctuary vepresents the
vowed virgins, male and female ; the chancel,
the pure in life ; the nave, the honestly mar-
ried ; the four walls are the four evangeliats ;
and the building has length, which is forti-
tude ; breadth, which is charity ; and height,
which is courage. The foundation is faith ;
the pavemwent, hamility; the roof, charity, to
cover and protect all; the four sides are the
four cardinal virtues—justive, fortitude, tem-
perance, and pradence; the windows are hos-
pitality with cheerfulness, and tenderness
with charity; the chapels clustered round the
main altar répresent the communion of saints,
The orypts stand for hermits, holiness buried
m secregy and gilence ; the exedra in apsis,
the lay portion of the faithful joined to Christ,
and the Church ; the open court is Christ, free
to all comers; the towers are preachers
and prelates, and the pionacles are the
life and mind of prelates aspiring Leaven-
ward ; the cock on the spire gignifies watchful-
ness, calling the sinful to awake—it may also
have an allusion to Peter, and how false
conrage, trusting in itself, betrayed him lo
cowardice and denial; the iron rod placed
above the oross on the summit of the church
is the Holy Scriptures consummated—non-
gymbolically it is a lightning-corductor in all
srabability; the glass windows are the Holy
Soriptures which expel the wind and rain, that
is, a]]I things hurtful, while they transmit the
light of the sun to the faithful; the lattice-
work is the prophets, or other obscure teachers
of the church militant; the two side-shafts are
the two precepts of charity, or the sending
out of the apostles, two and two; the piers ary
bishops and docters; the bases of the columns
are the apostolic fathers who support the whole
fabric of the church; the capitals are the
opinions of the bishops and doctors; and the
ornaments are the words of Holy Seripture. The
stalls means contemplation, the pavement is
the multitude sustaining the chureh, and the
beams are praises and preachers. Victory
over the devil ia gymbolized, as at St. Peter's,
Oxford, whera the plers rest on and orush a
monster ; and the hideous forms of the gar-
govles are avil spirits flying from the holy
walls, The power of the evil spirits is set
forth in the terrible figures sometimes soulp-
tured on the west side of the chancel arch ;
the straightness of the way of life is shown in
the narrowness of the Norman arches; and
the final separation of the Church trinmphant
from all defilement, is figured in the great
doom, painted in fresco over the rood-screen.

The stalls are generally erowded with sym-
bolic ornament, much of which refers to the
quarrels between the regular and secular
clergy, always rife in the Catholic Church, A
fox preaching to geese ; acowled double-fuce ;
a fox hung by a goose, and two cnb} yelp_mg at
the foot of thegallows ; an ape praying, with an
ow! perched over his head ; 4 monkey holding
a halbert ; a fox with a mitre and stall; »
young fox in chains, & lil].g of money in ‘lllﬁ
rlg‘ll p“w‘ aud Cranes :[1],{1 gg_'r_l;ip on !‘llt.‘ll P;.]dl'.
These are a few of the more easily recognized
symbols. DBut others on the subsellie seem to
intimate that the vices to which they refer are
thus put down under the holy men who sat
there—put under and sat upon, as we would
say in the irreverent language of to-duy.
Thus an ape iz no unireguent figure on llu-l
subsellm, and an ape is the emblem ol
unlawful passion (when David looks at Bath-
ghieba in the lluminations to the Panitential
Psalms, an ape chained to a tree is introduced,
with a meaning quite well known to the
cowled artist) ; n goat has the same significa-
tion ; o boar means sensuality and ferocity;
an owl is darkness and solitude; a dragon is
pestilence or the devil; a bat is n man of
quick and secret execution: a fox is cuuing,
deceit, aud rapacity ; and 4 pescock 18 semi-
glory—in early thues it was the Resurrec
tion, with what aptoess of natursl gymbolism
it i= rather havd now to say. The pelican 13
Christ shedding hiz blood for all maukind,
and the Passion is further symbolized by a
heart, with five wounds, dropping blood into
a chalice; a raven is God’s Providenve—s0 are
& hen #hd chickens: the ox is the priesthood;
the ermine is purity, and the fish ohastity; the
lion i3 royal power, magnanimity, strength,
cournge, aud dominion; the oagle under the
leotern is an allugion to St. John. The later
meaning of the dove we all know as typifying
the Holy Ghost, but earlier doves symbolized
the souls of those who had died for the truth.
The twelve Apostlos are often figured as
twolve doves, and the Ascension is emblom-
ized by a flylng bird—martyrs, slso, by binis
let loose; while lons, tigers, oxen, horses,
ftrange fishes, grifiing, and all monsters what-
soever, arg the fearful v rdoms to which
Giod's servants are expo  tha powers of
the Evil One thus repres., . An extenddd
hand s God's vare uwpholding the faithful;
the phomix is the Resurrection; our Lord
teated in the rainbow the day of judgment.
The bee means regal power : the cock, watoh-
fulness; the dolphin, love and society; and
the dog is fidelity. . monuments of mar-
rled women have often & dog soulptured at
their fest to show that they were faithful

wives. Dut none of the ory plous embléms

are ever gseen on ihe subsellm of the stalia in
ohnrehes whare sooles 1 s{lbolllmm
gtiil & facb—only the first or evil emblems.

Of fowers, the ivy means eternal life; the
Jily, sacred to the Virgin and, all holy saints
and martyrs, means purity and ehastity; the
olive s peace and goncord; the oak is virjne
and strenth; the herb-Bonnet—8t, Banedidt's
herb—is a frequent orpamont for crockets and
finjaly, its finely draped leaf rendering it spe-
cinlly apt for an enclosing follsge; a paln-
Liranch lﬁ the sign of the Christisn’s victery
in martyrdow; the euncharigtic symbols of
grapos and whost-ears need no comment;
while the roge and roynl pomegranate are also
too well known to need explanation as svole-
ginstical symbols.

Then for colors: white, sz alzo silver, means
junocence and purity, the greatest virtue in-
enleated in the early Church, and with this
virtne thiat also of charity; black is for abunge),
antiguity, and monrning: blue is piety and
gincerity, divine contemplation and godlingss
of conversation: being the color of the henvena
it is attributed to the holiest persons, which
wag the reason why the Jewisﬂn High Priest
wore it, and why Oor Lady wears it; gold is
purity, dignity, wisdom, and glory of a higher
uality of spiritual merit than even the chuste
and stainless gilver; green id the bountifulness
of God, mirth, youth, and gladness—a grpen
fleld 12 o sywbol of the Resurrection, and yed
is divine charity and love, also martyrdom,

In monuwental symbolism the early priests
bad a lion under their feet, as signifivant of
how they trampled down the strong powers of
the world aud the evil powers of sin; a distall
means the mother of & family; a naked body,
doep humility, whether partially shronded
or emaciated; the crossed legs signify
the  acomnplishment of the vow of
pilgrimage to the Holy Land; angsls bearing
n child wean the pew-born soul asoending to
heaven; chuorches, ete., in the hand denote
founders and builders; a body finely olothed
in the npper part and lying under a gorgeous
canopy, hpt terminating in a worm-eaten
skeleton, ghows the vanity of riches and the
pitiful end of all human glory; a chalice shows
a priest—so does a ring—io does the hand
raised in benediction over a cup; but the first
two fingers raised, and the third and fourth
dropyped, denote a bishop,

I'enpant, in his “Notes on Lichfield Catho-
dral,’” quoted by Poole, says:—*'[ have o
gingular drawing of a tomb, and cast of a
knight, naked to his waist, his legs and
thighs armed, and at his feet and head a stag's
horn; hig hair long and dishevelled; a soroll
in his hands, as il he was reading a confes.
sion or act of contrition; across his middle, on
his basnet, i& his coat of armsg, which ghow
him to have been a Stanley. Hae is called
Captain Stanley, and is said to have been ex-
conununicated, but to have regeived funeral
rites in holy ground, having shown signs of
repentance, on condition that his monument
ghould bear these marks of disgrace. I find a
Sir Humphrey SBtanley, of Pipe, who died in
the reign of Henry VII, who had a gquabble
with the chapter about carrying the water
through his lands to the close. He Also de-
frauded the prebendary of Stotford of his

tithes; so, probably, this might be the gentle-
man who incurred the censure of the Church

for his impiety.”

It was mot likely that poor Sir Humphrey
would ever have his name inscribed on the
diptych from which the names of the faithful
dead which were read by the deacon with a
loud voice after the consecration of the host.
Jiishn{:u unjustly condemned had their names
inseribed on the rli?tych by way of reparation;
but  hold, high-handed, self-willed Cap-
tain Stanley was surely mot of the number,
And naming the hiost brings us to the small fuct
that the wafer, before congecration, iz called
altar-bread, or singing-bread; and that the
altar-cloth covering the elements is the corpo-
rale, as covering the body.

Then there are various meanings connected
with crosses, of which, by-the-way, thera are
many kinds, The altar cross, the processionsl
cross, the rood cross, the relignary cross, the
vonsecration, and the pectoral croas. The pec-
foral eross was oftentimes of great service in
the lives of holy men. St. Gregory of Tours
once extinguished a fire by simply drawing
forth hia pectoral cross, in which were relics

of the Blessed Virgin, of the Apostles, and of

St. Martin, The four extremitics of the oross
vepresent the four quarters of the globe in
which the dootrifie of Christ is preached; the
four picces of wood of which it is made,
namely, the upright piece, the cross plece, and
the two supplemental pieces under the fost
and title, represent each adeep mystory. So
do the four nails, The spear is charity, and
the crown of thorns penanes. Az the end of
the cross is glory, so at the end of most in
figures 18 added the word “Alleluia,” When
placed on the altar it is between two lights, to
show Chyist as the Mediator batween Jew and
Gentile; aud the spire-oross is surmounted by
a weathercook, to intimate the watohfulness
and vigilanee needed by the Church,

In the representations of angels they are
mostly roimg in white, and “disealeeate, or
without sandals, to show that they are not
of earth; they are winged with golden feathers,
and they wear jewelled apparels; sapphires,
meaning divine contemplation; rubies, divine
love; orystals, purity; and emeralds, unfading
J'uut].l.

They bear—1. Flaming swords, as ministars
of the wrath of God; 2. Traompets, as being the
voices of God; 3. Beeptres, A8 execntors of the
power of God; 4. Thuribles or censers, carry
ing up the prayers of saints to God—thuri

bles or censers symbolize the prayers
of the faithful; 5, lostroments of musio,
as barps, organs, ete, a5 intimating

the felicity which they enjoy, and the happi-
ness to which they iunvite the soul. These
ure the meanings with which théold painters
surrounded their angels. Patriarchs and pro-
phets of the olden times are represented as
carrying scrolls of parchment, rolled up, and
with thelr heads coversd by hoods, in sign
that before the advent of Christ the dootrine
of Uod’s grace was Involved in obsourity and
undeveloped, the Boriptures as yot a sealed
book am]l o folded parchmwent. And of indi-
vidual sgints and angels, §t. Michael beara o
pair of scales, and a rod tipped with o oross
flory at the upper end, The archangels have
crosses or coronets on thelr foreheads, to show
that they have warred against the devil. Bt,
Gulriel has o scoptre or royal wand; St
Raphael, a fish; 8t, Catherine, her wheel; BSt.
Cweilia, her organ, ete.: while toalmost all
saints s given the lily, and to all’ martys
the palm. The Blessed Virgin s generally
soen with a pot of lilies, bearing the label
“Ave Maria, gratie plena” round about;
or - with a fleur de lizs; or with g
white rose “ravonnie,” or “en soliel,” as the
hernldists say; or with & tower, fosgher state
and title of Turris Davidua, or Turris Ebnr-
nen; or with a gate for Faderls Arca; or with
a judgment seat for Sedes Baplentis; or with

& golden Louge for Domus Aurea; or with a

star for Stella Matuting. Blhe wlso wears u
gtar on her left shouolder, and a eirclet or
erown of gtars round her head; and her cope
or mantel is powdered with stars. Under her
feot is the new moon or dragon, in allusion to
Revelations of Genesia, She has also the
mystical *‘vesica piscis,' or almond, ns her
symbol, this signifying virginity and self-

production, and baviog ne refoyence 1o arks

fishon, a8 many suppose.
1 flowe in aflower ‘the lld terminating

in » oross or orncifix, is one of the most gene-
ral accompaniments of the Annuncistion,

The almond

always such a4 favorite subjeot with Romanist
artinta,
Aguin  quoting from Mason Neale’s snd

Webb's tranglation of Durandus, I will give a
,grand bit of general symbolism, whioh if fan-
ciful is eloquent, and, perhupy, not wholly
tntrue:—

“In England, from the time that Edward
VI directed the exeoution of Archbishop
Sorope, when the Btate interfered, it was
with a strong arm, oramping and confining,
obliging the Church to confine herself to
ritual obgervances, and forbidding her to ex-
patiste on the grand objeots for which she was
ordained, Now would there he a more Htting
expression of this than in the Perpendicular
style! Does not its stiffness, its filure in
harmony, its want of power and adaptation,
fts continual introduction of heraldry, its
monotony, its breaking up by hard continued
lines, its shallowness, its meretricionsness,
ite display, set forth what wo know to have
been the character of the ocontemporary
Church, Above all, do not the relntrodug-
tion of horizontality, the Tudor arch, the
depressed pler, speak of the want of spiritu-
ality ¢ I 80 in the Anglican, the Gallican was
worse off. The Htate gradually interfered
with it, embraced it with its dangerous friend-
ship, made its observances meaningless while
sustaining their splendor; secularizod its
abbeys, Ly appropristing them to political
ends; made statesmen of its bishops; gave it
ontside ghow while eating ont its heart.  Does
not Flamboyant express this? A vast collec-
tion of elogunt forms, meaninglessly strung
together; richness of ornament, actually
wenkening constrnction, vagaries of tracery,
as if the hand possessed of church art were
suddenly deprived of church feelings; nothing
plain, simple, intallighle, holy; partsnegleoted,
parts ostentations; the west front of Abbeville
to & choir that would disgrace a hamlet. In
Spain again, where Christianity unfolded itself
later, #o also was cbhurch art later in its de-
velopment. San Miguel, at Beville, which
was nctually built in 1805, would in KEng-
land be set down to the date of 1180, In
Haly, when there was mo State to in-
terfere with the Church, paganism, which
hnd always been more or less at work,
gprung up at once at the time of the great
gchigm, and has ever since prevailed. In
England, the
longest was that of the chancel and the nave.
Nor was this destroyed summarily; the im-
yportance of the chancel had been gradually,
all  through the Perpendicular era,
weakened by chancel, aisles, and the omission
of the chancel arch; it was but to omit the
rood-screen and parclose, and the mystical
divigion vanighed, as st Hawkshead, 16064,""

I have put this article together from varions
books treating of the subject, offering it for
what it is worth, as an explanation to some,
and a colleotion of details interesting to some,
but by no means as an incentive to the
worship of Symbolism to any. The time for
all these dark allusions and hidden secrets
has, happily, gone by, never to return; and
with the destruction of the rood-soreen has
gone, surely forever, that mystical separation
of the clergy from the laity which gave the
former such an awful power over the souls of
the people, which bound the conscience of
the world in helpless darkness at their
feet, The full and free participation of the
laity in all the knowledge, if not in the offices,
of the clergy, has been the real cause of the
destruction of the rood-screen. We have no
need of queer monsters on the subsellw of our
stalls to remind us that we are to put fraud,
deceit, lying, and impurity far below us.
Kducation and a free press, unchecked speech
and unfetterad thought, have done more lor us
than the obsoure symbols of church archi-
tevture and ornamentation; and it is well that
each man should feel that on himself lies the
burden of his own well doing, and that, hence-
forth, no priest can make or unmake the law
by which a sinner’s soul is to be saved, or an
evil life purified and made acceptable to the
Highest. The Romish priesthood had its
work to do in the world, and it did it, in spite
of some shortcomings insepuarable from human
action, well, faithfuily, and truly. It was the
great guardian of hullr secrets, and it kept
them faithfully; the ruler and gnide of men's
winds, and it ruléd them well; but now is
tLere no need of those great olass and official
geparations; and the rood-gcreen is abolished,
as the veil of the Temple was formerly ront.
Eeclesinstioal symbolism, like so muoh else in
life, is of the pnst; let it gather its shroud de-
oently abont its shoulders, and die with the
grace of a thing knowing its last hour to have
vome.
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LEGAL NOTICES.

N THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR
”u'ﬂu:: CITY AND COUNTY OF PHILADEL.
LA,

ABSIGNED ESTATE OF WARREN F. FERGUSON.

The Auditor sppolnted by the Court to audit, ssttie,
nnd ndjust the bocount  of THOMAS GRICEN.
BANK, Asilgnee of the Estate ot WARREN F,
FERGUBON, sud to report distribution of the balance
i the honds of 1he Accountant, will moeet the par-
ties Interested for the ‘ltltpﬂllﬂ of hils appaintment,
n MONDAY, April 20, 1867, wt halfpast lro‘tﬂook P.
M., at bis oftice, No, 82 Bouth THIHD Street, in the

ecliy of Philadelplis, K, H, THARP,

& 8 thstofi® Auditor,

15 THE ORPHANS' COURT FOR THE CITY
AND COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA

ESTATE OF JAMIES O, WORRELL, decansed.

The Auditor appointed by the Coart 1o nudit, sesile
sod adipsi (he account of EMILY 8 WORRELL,
Administratrix, ¢, ¢, 8. 0f the Estate of JAMIFS O,
WOURRELL, decensed, and to_report distribution of
Lhe balunce In the hunds of the secountant, will
meet the partied Interested for the purpose of his ap-
polntment on TllUlu;DA'lt;&um 24 diy of Moy 13:.

o,

126 m

at 4 0'clock P. M., &t B, FIFTIL stroet, in the
aity of Yhiladelphin, '
17 thatugts P e nRA‘ﬂ:‘illi:'or.

N THE COUET OF COMMON PLEAS FOR
THE CITY ANDOOUNTYUF PHILADELFPHIA®
ARNA 1. HARBHAW hﬁ Lier next friend, eto,, va,
i BAMUKL HARSHAW,
Deeember Term, 1866, No, 8. In Divoroe,
To Sawuel b arshaw, Reapondent. Take notlos of a

Rule in the above case relurnable SATURDAY, April
o, 1867, at 1) o'clock A. M., lo show cauie Why &

B1vored a vineulo macrimondi anould not be decresd,
RICHARD LUDLOW,
4 1940 Attorney for Libellsat,
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